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equality of the Gospel with the inequality of the social conditions
presented by everyday life.

" W" admits the same prejudice in himself.

For this reason, I, who from the time I was a boy have been in-
clined to look upon all men as equal, have had to wresde with a
certain repugnance which acting in conformity with this principle
produced in me; and it was somewhat late in the day when I came to
understand that justice and respect, help and consideration are owing
to all, but that friendship, confidence and intimacy are only due to
those who deserve them.

Under the care of his mother " W" received his first lessons,
and his religious instruction. His moral training was due to
example. Every act which he witnessed in the bosom of his
family was engraved on his mind more deeply than anything
he learnt in the Catechism; the judgments formulated in his
hearing by his father and mother were sentences from which
there was no appeal.

Then he describes his education in " the so-called humanities";
the only useful thing he learnt (he says) was to translate easily
from Latin. He studied medicine, without particularly caring
for it:

I had no great desire to practise; I had no vocation to do so, nor
(after thinking the matter over conscientiously) did I feel that I
should ever have enough knowledge for the purpose. On the other
hand the world of sdence, which was what attracted me, seemed
dosed to me on all sides; and at the same time I considered it a
point of honour to earn my own living and not be a burden to my
parents now that I was twenty-five years old and had a profession of
my own.1

In die end, " W" became a lecturer in physiology; and the
study of natural science as apart from medicine was not with-
out its effect on his religious beliefs. The crisis began by his
doubting the literal truth of the biblical cosmogony; "and
since Catholicism is a system in which everything is related and

1 Minute, 15.